
Joseph Frank Moravek
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Our Debt to the heroic men 
and valiant women in the 
service of our country can 

never be repaid.  They have 
earned our undying 

gratitude.  America will 
never forget their sacrifices.

President Harry S. Truman





Navy Recruiting Station
Chicago, Illinois
19 October 1942

Activated into service 5 December 1942

Camp Endicott
Naval Construction Training Center

Davisville, Rhode Island
6 December 1942 - 25 February 1943

Assigned to 62nd Construction Battalion, Company D, Platoon 4 on 30 December 
1942.  Completed boot camp and advanced training while at Camp Endicott.  

Transferred on 25 February to Camp Rousseau.



 Left: Camp Endicott, home of the 62nd Naval Construction Battalion
Right: Camp Endicott barracks



Seabees
“We Build, We Fight”

After the 7 December 1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the United States 
entry into the war, the use of civilian labor in war zones became impractical.  The 
need for a militarized Naval Construction Force to build advance bases in the war 

zone was evident.  On 28 December 1941 Rear Admiral Ben Morell requested 
authority to activate, organize and man Navy construction units.  On 5 January 
1942 he got authority to recruit men from the construction trades.  This was the 

beginning of the Seabees, who obtained their designation from the initial letters of 
Construction Battalion.



Left: Joseph Moravek - top row, 4th from left
Right: 62nd Naval Construction Battalion flag



Camp Rousseau
Advanced Base Depot

Port Hueneme, California
1 March 1943 - 22 March 1943

The 62nd refined their construction and military skills while at Camp Rousseau.  
They also formed working units and familiarized themselves with the equipment 

that would accompany them overseas.

Camp Parks
Dublin, California

22 March 1943 - 24 March 1943

On 24 March the 62nd set sail for Pearl Harbor on the USS Matsonia.



Left: Camp Rousseau
Right: USS Matsonia



Hawaii
Pearl Harbor

Aiea and Red Hill, Island of Oahu
29 March 1943 - 30 October 1944

The seabees were sent to Pearl Harbor to rebuild America’s most important Pacific 
Naval Base.  Their first task was to construct the repair and servicing facilities for 

submarines at the Pearl Harbor submarine base.  The 62nd also built barracks, mess 
halls, warehouses, roads, an asphalt plant, dismantled/reassembled massive oil 
storage tanks, landing craft and camp facilities at Waipio Point, and the advance 

base reshipment depot at Iroquois Point.  In September of 44 the jobs at Pearl 
Harbor came to an end and the 62nd went to the Kahana Valley for two weeks of 

jungle training.  

The 62nd left for Maui on 30 October.



Left: Heavy Equipment Operators - Joseph Moravek - 3rd row from the bottom, far right
Top Right: Pearl Harbor

Bottom Right: Joseph Moravek



Hawaii
Island of Maui

2 November 1944 - 24 January 1945

The seabees were sent to Maui for two more months of Jungle Training.  This 
training consisted of physical training, marine training,  rifle practice, weapons 

training and mock debarkations and amphibious landings.

In early January a majority of the 62nd started loading the ships that would take 
them to Iwo Jima.  The seabees had been assigned one attack transport ship (APA), 

two  landing ship - tank (LST) and one attack cargo ship (AKA).

The 62nd left Hawaii for Iwo Jima on 24 January.



Left: Jungle training camp
Top Right: Training a beach assault

Bottom Right: Jungle training obstacle



Iwo Jima
19 February 1945 - 29 April 1945

The Seabee ships arrived in Saipan on 11 February to prepare for the assault on Iwo 
Jima.  Iwo Jima would provide the U.S. a landing and refueling site for B-29 

bombers and long range fighter plane escorts on missions to and from Japan.  Iwo 
Jima was designated a crucial emergency landing point for the B-29s carrying the 

atomic bombs destined for Japan.  By taking Iwo Jima the B-29s carrying the 
atomic bombs would not be picked up by Japanese radar or attacked by the 

Japanese fighter planes stationed there.

The Seabee ships left Saipan on 16 February and arrived off  Red Beach on 19 
February, D-day.  On 19 and 21 February the 62nd’s LSTs came under Kamikaze 

attack from Japanese planes but were not damaged.  

On 24 February Joseph Moravek landed on Iwo Jima.



Left: TBM Avenger flying over Iwo Jima
Top Right: Map showing Iwo Jima

Bottom Right: Flag raising on Mt. Suribachi



Iwo Jima
19 February 1945 - 29 April 1945

The heavy equipment operators started work on airfield 1 the day they landed.  The  
operators had to fight off banzai attacks, sniper fire and mortar fire as they worked.  
On 5 March a crippled B-29 coming back from a raid on Tokyo made an emergency 

landing on airfield 1. From that time on the airfield was used to capacity.

The 62nd did many small jobs while on Iwo Jima but their main job was the central 
airfield. Work began on the central airfield on 6 March.  On 18 March a Navy 

Liberator was the first plane to land.  The following day a B29 landed and from that 
time on the airfield was used to capacity.  On 30 March a group of remaining 

Japanese launched a 3 day attack on the central airfield. During five months of 
work on the airfield the seabees built 2 main landing strips, 2 refueling strips with 

taxi-ways and parking areas.  

Joseph Moravek left Iwo Jima on 29 April for San Francisco.



Left: Beach landing area on Iwo Jima
Top Right: Landing map showing airfields

Bottom Right: 62nd Seabees foxhole camp on Iwo Jima



San Francisco
24 May 1945 - 26 May 1945

Joseph Moravek went on leave 26 May and reported to the receiving station in 
Chicago on 28 June.  He left Chicago on 2 July for Camp Parks.

Camp Parks
Dublin, California

5 July 1945 - 2 January 1946

On 29 December Joseph requested to be discharged from service.  He left Camp 
Parks on 2 January.  He arrived at the U.S Navy Separation Center at Great Lakes 

Illinois on 11 January 1946. 

Joseph Frank Moravek was discharged from United States Naval Service on 13 
January 1946.
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