




U.S Army Reception Station
Chicago, Illinois
11 March 1970

Fort Campbell
Kentucky

11 March 1970 - 16 May 1970
Co. E, 3rd Training Battalion, 1st Training Brigade

Fort Campbell was the home of the Basic Combat Training Center for the Army 
during the Vietnam War.

Basic Combat Training Included:
Familiarization with light infantry weapons

Physical Training
Classroom Sessions



Left: Dennis Hertz at Fort Campbell 
Right: Fort Campbell main gate



Fort Sill
Lawton, Oklahoma

18 May 1970 -  17 July 1970
Battery B, 7th Training Battalion

Fort Sill was home of Field Artillery Training Center.  While at Fort Sill Dennis 
Hertz completed Advanced Individual Training to become a  Cannon Fire 
Direction Specialist, Field Artillery Operations and Intelligence Assistant. 

Training Included:
Fire direction training and testing for the 105mm Howitzer

Physical Training
Weapons familiarization and qualification

Vietnam specific training

After completing Advanced Individual Training at Fort Sill Dennis Hertz was on 
leave until 6 August 1970 when he left for Vietnam.



Left: Artillery Range
Right: Gas mask drill



Vietnam War
1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975

 North Vietnam and its southern allies, known as the Viet Cong, fought initially 
against France, and later against South Vietnam and the United States.  The 

United States government viewed involvement in the war as a way to prevent a 
communist takeover of South Vietnam.  American military involvement began in 

1950 and escalated in the early 1960s.  U.S. combat units were deployed beginning 
in 1965 and American military involvement ended on 15 August 1973.  On 30 

April 1975, Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam was captured by the North 
Vietnamese marking the  end of the Vietnam War.

On 6 August 1970 Dennis Hertz flew from St. Louis, Missouri to Fort Lewis, 
Washington to Anchorage, Alaska to Tokyo, Japan and on 8 August 1970 arrived 

at Cam Rahn Bay in South Vietnam.





Cam Ranh Bay
8 August 1970 - 18 August 1970

The United States Air Force operated a large cargo/airlift facility called Cam Ranh 
Air Base. It was one of three aerial ports where United States military personnel 

entered or departed South Vietnam for their tour of duty. 

Cam Ranh was used as a reception center for the Army.  Soldiers new to Vietnam 
would receive their uniforms, equipment and orders then transfer out to their 

units.

Dennis Hertz was assigned to the Headquarters and Service Battery, 4th 
Battalion, 42 Artillery Regiment, 4th Infantry Division at Camp Radcliff.



Left: Army Barracks
Right: Airport passenger terminal



Camp Radcliff
An Khe, South Vietnam

18 August 1970 - 10 November 1970
4/42 Artillery, 4th Infantry Division

Camp Radcliff was in a remote valley in the shadow of Hon Cong Mountain 
surrounded by the hills of the Central Highlands.  Its strategic location allowed for 

the defense and control of the Central Highlands.

While at Camp Radcliff, Dennis Hertz drove a Jeep for the Major and worked as a 
radio operator in the Tactical Operations Center.

On 10 November 1970, Dennis Hertz was assigned to the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, 14 Artillery Regiment, 23rd Infantry 

Division at Chu Lai.



Left: Jeep Duty
Top Right: 4/42 Tactical Operations Center

Bottom Right: Dennis Hertz at Camp Radcliff



Chu Lai
South Vietnam

10 November 1970 - 9 October 1971
HHB 1/14 Artillery, 23rd Infantry Division

Chu Lai was a United States Marine Corps base from 1965 to 1971.  Shortly after 
conventional ground forces began arriving in 1965, it became necessary to open a 

second airfield at Chu Lai because of the heavy traffic into and out of Da Nang.  
Chu Lai was also home to the Army's 23rd Infantry Division from 1967 until 

1971.

While at Chu Lai, Dennis Hertz worked 12 hour shifts in an underground bunker 
as a Clearance NCO.  He was responsible for verifying there weren’t any U.S. 

troops, ARVN’s or civilians in the area to be shelled.

On 9 October 1971, Dennis Hertz left Chu Lai for Cam Ranh Bay.  On 13 October 
1971, he flew from Cam Ranh Bay to Fort Lewis Washington.



Top Right: 1/14 Artillery Headquarters
Top Right: Fire Direction Control barracks

Bottom Left: 1/14 Tactical Operations Center
Bottom Right: Dennis Hertz at Chu Lai



Fort Lewis
Tacoma, Washington

U.S. Army Personel Center

Dennis Hertz was discharged from the United States Army on 14 October 1971.



Left: Freedom Bird
Right: Dennis Hertz arriving at Fort Lewis



Medals & Awards

























Memories of Vietnam
by Dennis Hertz
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